The tissues of the body decompose at different rates after death, but little is known of how long red cell antigens persist in the cadaver, this despite the data available on the decay of agglutinins in stored blood samples and on the appearance of false antibodies and panagglutinability when they become infected (Thomsen, 1927; Steffan, 1932) . Latterly the stability of red cell agglutinogens in vitro has also been studied (Mourant, 1951) and reports of false agglutinogens in stored blood have appeared (Fruin, 1946 If red cells can be obtained from the cadaver they may be used for blood grouping with reasonable confidence.
The investigation is being continued to exclude the occurrence of degradation or of panagglutinability in a small proportion of cadaver blood samples. Summary The ABO and Rh(D) blood groups of 100 postmortem samples of blood were the same as the groups assigned to the patients while still alive.
